
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 New Western North Carolina  
Conference Office Building Proposal 

 

  
The Conference Board of Trustees, with the 
endorsement from Bishop Paul Leeland and the 
WNCC Cabinet, will be proposing the construction of 
a new office building in Huntersville, NC this summer 
at Annual Conference.  There are many details of this 
new proposal on the conference website 
(www.wnccumc.org).  I’ve included the Q&A’s in 
this article for your convenience, though more 
information may be available on the conference 
website if you’d like to learn more.     
1.  Why do we need a new conference office 
building?  The current building was constructed in 
1975 on land that is owned by Aldersgate and not the 
Conference.  The building is 42 years old and in need 

of extensive repairs.  It is challenging for conference 
members and constituents to travel to the current 
location. 
 
2. Who is involved in making this 
recommendation?  The Board of Trustees proposes 
this recommendation.  The Cabinet and The Council 
on Finance and Administration also voted to support 
the recommendation. 
 
3.  Why not repair and fix the current building?  
Over the past five years, approximately $1.3M has 
been spent on the current building.  It is estimated that 
to bring up to safety, environmental and building code  
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requirements, an additional $500,000 to $1M could be 
spent.  These funds would be spent to a facility in  
which the conference does not entirely own as an asset 
(the land belongs to Aldersgate) and can never 
sell.  The Trustees and Cabinet believe that investing 
those dollars in a new structure is far more prudent 
and practical 
 
4.  What are the costs of the new building?  How 
will they be financed?  The plans are to construct a 
29,250 square foot, 2-story edifice at a total estimated 
cost of $5,820,716.  This includes the land already 
purchased with designated funds.  The conference has 
funds in hand of $1.5M designated for a new building 
and an additional $1M would be taken from 
reserves.  This leaves a need for financing of 
$3,320,716 which the conference has an offer from 
the United Methodist Foundation of WNC 
Development Loan Program at a preferred interest rate 
of 2.5%, amortized over 20 years.  A loan of this 
amount would require annual debt service of 
$211,158.84 
 
5.  Will the costs of the new building raise 
apportionments?  The Trustees are not asking that 
costs of the new building, nor the debt service, be 
passed along to the conference through 
apportionments.  Rental income from spaces in the 
new building which the conference will not use will 
more than offset the debt service requirement.  We are 
projecting annual rental income to be in excess of 
$304,000 at full occupancy.  Once the debt is fully 
retired (projected in five years or less), the rental 
income may be used for building maintenance or 
missional causes which in turn would have a positive 
impact on apportionments by lowering them. 
 
6.  Will the conference incur debt, who will finance 
the debt and what is the repayment strategy?  It is 
projected that the initial cost of construction will incur 
debt.  The United Methodist Foundation of WNC will 
carry the debt through its Development Fund 
program.  Plans are being formulated to design and 
develop a Capital Campaign to retire the debt as 
quickly as possible. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
7.  How many sites were investigated?  The trustees 
explored eight other potential locations outside and 
north of Charlotte, in addition to The Park, the site of 
the proposed new building.  Additionally, leasing 
office space was explored but proved less desirable 
than ownership. 
 
8.  Huntersville is still in close proximity to 
Charlotte, why is the new building not more 
centrally located in the annual conference?  The 
Park is located just off Interstate 77 and convenient to 
Interstate 85.  It is also 30 miles from Interstate 40 in 
Statesville.  It is 15 minutes from Charlotte Douglas 
International Airport, which is a major 
consideration.  The geographical center of our 
conference has been determined to be Claremont and 
thus this location is much closer to the center than the 
current Memorial Center but also with the 
conveniences of car and air travel.  Accessibility to 
The Park will be vastly improved over the Memorial 
Center as many conference meetings and events are 
now held at the United Methodist Foundation Offices, 
located in The Park and next door to the proposed new 
conference building.  Furthermore, if we move outside 
of the Charlotte area, we would be forced to lose our 
entire administrative support staff, as many do not 
wish to move beyond the Charlotte / Huntersville 
region.  To lose their experience and expertise would 
be detrimental to conference operations. 
 
9.  What offices will be located in the new building?  
The offices of Ministerial Services, Treasury Services, 
the Episcopacy, Missional Engagement and 
Connectional Relationships, Information Technology, 
the Conference Resource Center, Church 
Development, the Metro District office, and multiple 
size conference rooms and media space will be 
incorporated. 
 
10.  What is the time frame for construction and 
opening?  As the conference acts on the Trustee 
proposal, construction can begin as early as summer 
of 2017 with occupancy slated for spring of 2018. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
11.  What is the process for approval?  The Trustees 
and the Cabinet make the recommendation as 
formulated in the proposal and actual motion.  The 
annual conference, in its regular meeting June 23-25 
will be asked to act on the recommendation.  The 
annual conference is the final authority in undertaking 
this project. 
 
12.  Will leasing parts of the building to external 
tenants impact or jeopardize our non-profit tax 
status?  Page 20 of IRS Publication 1828 indicates 
that churches are allowed to receive rental income 
from their real and personal property.  However, if 
such property is debt financed, Unrelated Business 
Income Tax may be required on such income.  This 
requirement makes it all the more imperative to retire 
the debt as quickly as possible. 
 
13.  How feasible is the market for external 
leasing?  What happens if we have extended 
vacancies?  Careful analysis has been conducted by 
respected real estate marketing researchers for The 
Park and the surrounding area.  Class A office space, 
of which our building would be considered, is 
currently at 10% vacancy and projected to decrease to 
between 7% and 9%.  Of course, there are always 
risks associated with such a project but the Trustees 
and Cabinet are confident in the information.  If the 
annual conference approves the project, pre-leasing 
will begin immediately as potential tenants look in 
advance to their current lease expirations.  Potential 
leases will be sought that are not in conflict with the 
Conference’s mission and purpose. 
 
14.  Will the new building be environmentally 
conscious?  Absolutely.  The trustees and cabinet 
place a premium on as “green” a building as can be 
constructed economically.  Priorities will be focused 
on using recycled building materials, designing 
environmentally sensitive systems and constructing as 
energy efficient a structure as possible. 
 
15.   Given the current status of the denomination, 
is a move prudent for our conference and why? 
We must do something.  The current state of the  

 
 
 
 
 
Conference Memorial Center on Shamrock Drive is in 
dire need of repairs and upgrading.  While the future 
of The United Methodist Church in its current form  
may change, we believe that the Western North 
Carolina Conference will certainly continue even if in 
an altered configuration. Our conference has belonged 
to four separate alignments of the Methodist faith 
since its inception.  We are a viable conference with 
many strong congregations and an efficient and 
effective organizational structure. The Trustees and 
Cabinet both intensely believe that our mission and 
our ministry as an Annual Conference under the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ will endeavor for many 
generations to come. Thus we will continue to need a 
center of operations form which the conference can 
resource and support local faith communities in 
making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world.  
 
16.   If the projected rental income does not bring 
in sufficient income to service the debt payments as 
well as maintenance costs, what is the contingency 
plan?  Will such costs have to be included in future 
apportionments?  The trustees are very insistent and 
diligent that these costs are never passed on in the 
form of apportionments.  Of course, no one can dictate 
the future, but for the immediate, the conference has 
reserves that could cover up to five years of debt 
service payments and at this point, most probably 
further.  There is also a $300,000 in every year’s 
conference budget, that for the most part has never 
been touched these past several years, that could also 
be used if necessary before any increase in the 
apportioned budget.  We are very hopeful that such 
will not be the case and the Trustees are very mindful 
that if within a year or two, leases are not obtained, 
the conference will have to make adjustment.  Yet, the 
overriding contingency is that we will have an asset 
that is owned by the conference and can be disposed 
(sold) if absolutely necessary with a most assuredly 
positive return of investment.  Finally, the current 
projected funding does not require that 100% of the 
available space even be leased in order to meet the 
debt service. 



 
 

 

 

 
 

Asbury Memorial United Methodist Church  
Event Calendar 

May 2017 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 
 

1 
 
7:00 am-Emmaus 
Group [YR]  
 
9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 
 
2:30 pm-5:30 pm-
Church Office 
Hours 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
 
9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 
 
2:30 pm-5:30 pm-
Church Office 
Hours 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
 
CHURCH 
OFFICE CLOSED 
 
BULLETIN 
DEADLINE 
 
9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 
 
5:45 pm-Al-Anon 
Meeting [BC] 
 
7:00 pm-Choir 
Practice [CR] 
 
8:00 pm-Narcotics 
Anonymous [FH] 

4  
 
9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 
 
10:00 am- 
Preschool Board 
Meeting [BC] 
 
2:30 pm-5:30 pm-
Church Office 
Hours 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
 
CHURCH 
OFFICE CLOSED 
 
9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 
 
8:00 pm-Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
 
CHURCH 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
 
9:45 am-Sunday 
School 
 
11:00 am-Worship 
[S] 
 
8:00 pm-Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 
 

8 
 
7:00 am-Emmaus 
Group [YR]  
 
9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 
 
2:30 pm-5:30 pm-
Church Office 
Hours 
 
7:00 pm-Prayer 
Shawl Ministry 
Meeting [BC] 
 
 

9 
 
9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 
 
2:30 pm-5:30 pm-
Church Office 
Hours 
 

10 
 
CHURCH 
OFFICE CLOSED 
 
BULLETIN 
DEADLINE 
 
9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 
 
5:45 pm-Al-Anon 
Meeting [BC] 
 
7:00 pm-Choir 
Practice [CR] 
 
8:00 pm-Narcotics 
Anonymous [FH] 
 

11 
 
9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 
 
2:30 pm-5:30 pm-
Church Office 
Hours 
 
7:00 pm-Trustees 
Meeting [BC] 
 

12 
 
CHURCH 
OFFICE CLOSED 
 
9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 
 
8:00 pm-Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 

13 
 
CHURCH 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 
 

May Birthdays 
Margo Knight – May 4th  
Joseph Tallent – May 6th  
Jo Eller – May 11th  
Mary Moseley – May 12th  
Jessica Jackson – May 14th  
 
 
 
 

May Birthdays  
Tracy Neatherway – May 15th  
Mary-Jo Smith – May 15th  
Claire Neatherway – May 16th 

Jack  Burke – May 22nd  
Zachary Butler – May 26th  



 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

14 
 
MOTHER’S DAY 
 
9:45 am-Sunday 
School 
 
11:00 am-Worship 
[S] 
 
8:00 pm-Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 

15 
 
7:00 am-Emmaus 
Group [YR] 
 
9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 
 
10:00 am-Worship 
Committee Meeting 
[BC] 
 
2:30 pm-5:30 pm-
Church Office 
Hours 

16 
 
9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 
 
2:30 pm-5:30 pm-
Church Office 
Hours 

17 
 
CHURCH 
OFFICE CLOSED 
BULLETIN 
DEADLINE 
9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 
5:45 pm-Al-Anon 
Meeting [BC] 
6:00 pm-Handbell 
Practice [S] 
7:00 pm-Choir 
Rehearsal [CR] 
8:00 pm-Narcotics 
Anonymous [FH] 

18 
 
9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 
 
2:30 pm-5:30 pm-
Church Office 
Hours 
 

19 
 
CHURCH 
OFFICE CLOSED  
 
9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 
 
8:00 pm-Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 
 
 

20 
 
CHURCH 
OFFICE CLOSED  

21 
 
9:45 am-Sunday 
School 
 
11:00 am-Worship 
[S]] 
 
8:00 pm-Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 
 

22 
 
NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE 
 
7:00 am-Emmaus 
Group [YR] 
 
9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 
 
2:30 pm-5:30 pm-
Church Office 
Hours 

23 
 
9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 
 
2:30 pm-5:30 pm-
Church Office 
Hours 
 

24 
 
BULLETIN 
DEADLINE 
CHURCH 
OFFICE CLOSED  
9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 
5:45 pm-Al-Anon 
Meeting [BC] 
6:00 pm-Handbell 
Practice [S] 
7:00 pm-Choir 
Rehearsal [CR] 
8:00 pm-Narcotics 
Anonymous [FH] 

25 
 
9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 
 
2:30 pm-5:30 pm-
Church Office 
Hours 
 
5:30 pm-8:30 pm-
Fellowship Hall 
Reserved 
 

26 
 
CHURCH 
OFFICE CLOSED 
 
9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Last Day of 
Preschool [EB]  
 
8:00 pm-Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 
 
 
 

27 
 
CHURCH 
OFFICE CLOSED 
 

28 
 
9:45 am-Sunday 
School  
 
11:00 am-Worship 
[S] 
 
8:00 pm-Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 

29 
Memorial Day 

 
7:00 am-Emmaus 
Group [YR] 
 
2:30 pm-5:30 pm-
Church Office 
Hours 

30 
 
2:30 pm-5:30 pm-
Church Office 
Hours 

31 
BULLETIN 
DEADLINE 
CHURCH 
OFFICE CLOSED  
5:45 pm-Al-Anon 
Meeting [BC] 
6:00 pm-Handbell 
Practice [S] 
7:00 pm-Choir 
Rehearsal [CR] 
8:00 pm-Narcotics 
Anonymous [FH] 

   

 
Index of Location Abbreviations: 
FH=Fellowship Hall 
S=Sanctuary 
BC=Brown Chapel 
EB=Educational Building 
PO=Pastor’s Office 
CO=Church Office 
TBD=To Be Determined 
UR=Upper Room Sunday School Classroom 
 

 
Important Dates in June: 
Last day of school – June 9th  
Peace With Justice Sunday – June 11th  
Father’s Day – June 18th  
WNC UMC Annual Conference – June 23rd – June 25th  
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Asbury Memorial United Methodist Church 

Volunteer Schedule 
May 2017 

 
Date Communion 

Servers 
Lock-Up 
Volunteer 

Counting  
Team 

Ushers Greeters Sanctuary Stewards 

5.7.2017 
 

Curtis Goforth 
Judy Rich 
Rick Morehead 
Doug Tallent 

Keith 
Campbell 
(primary) 

Mardy Murphy 
Merritt Moseley 

Steve Rich 
Julie Niwinski 
Bud Allison 
Geri Allison 

Rebecca Tucker 
Betty Gaddy 

Elaine Price 

5.14.2017 
 

NA Keith 
Campbell 
(primary) 

Madeline 
Moseley 
Mark Smith 

William Withers 
Jessica Withers 
Mardy Murphy 
Don McGeary 

Linda Adams 
Jessica Jackson 

Cynthia Stewart 
Laurel Bishop 

5.21.2017 
 

NA Keith 
Campbell 
(primary) 

Rick Morehead 
Janie Wilson 

Keith Campbell 
Sharon Campbell 
Don Jackson 
Jesscia Jackson 

Cynthia Stewart 
John Stewart 

Nancy Ernst 
Keith Campbell 

5.28.2017 NA Keith 
Campbell 
(primary) 

Mary Molloy 
John Harvin 

Gary Tweed 
Toni Tweed 
Eve Bridger 
Colin Bridger 

Geri Allison 
Jessica Withers 

Mary Molloy 
Ellen Banks 

 

 
 
 

Volunteer Coordinators: 
 

Counting Team:   Sue Lane Muesing slmue@aol.com   H:  (828) 255-8547 
Lock-Up Team:   Curtis Goforth revgoforth@alumni.duke.edu  H:  (828) 484-8540 
Ushers:    Curtis Goforth revgoforth@alumni.duke.edu  H:  (828) 484-8540 
Greeters:    Cynthia Stewart crameystew@hotmail.com  H:  (828) 251-9210 
Sanctuary Stewards:  Margaret Tickle margarettickle@aol.com  H:  (828) 252-9887 
Acolytes:    Sallyanne McVay sallyanne@asburymethodist.org  C:  (828) 230-4065 
Nursery Workers:   Davie Jackson daviejackson@hotmail.com    H:  (828) 645-2928 
Children’s Church:   Sallyanne McVay sallyanne@asburymethodist.org  C:  (828) 230-4065 
Children’s Sermon:   Sallyanne McVay sallyanne@asburymethodist.org  C:  (828) 230-4065 
Communion Servers: Curtis Goforth revgoforth@alumni.duke.edu  H: (828) 484-8540 
Scripture Readers:   Curtis Goforth revgoforth@alumni.duke.edu  H: (828) 484-8540 

 

 
Asbury Memorial United Methodist Church 

Volunteer Schedule 
May 2017 

 
Date Acolyte(s) Nursery Volunteer Children’s Church Children’s Message Lector 
5.7.2017 Anthony 

Thomas 
Lila Thomas 

Cynthia Stewart Mary Molloy Curtis Goforth Curtis Goforth 

5.14.2017 Lylah Goforth 
Cora Goforth 

Mardy Murphy Judi Harvin Sallyanne McVay Linda Adams 

5.21.2017 Haley Phillips TBD Claire Bailey Curtis Goforth Rick Morehead 
5.28.2017 Roan Bridger Madeline Moseley Elaine Rich Sallyanne McVay Jennifer Goforth 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
MUSIC, ARTS, AND DRAMA WEEK 

A full day Christ ian theater camp for rising 2nd–6th grade children. 
 
During M.A.D. Week participants will be involved in acting, singing, dancing, and even creating sets and making 
costumes in preparation of their performance of the delightful musical for children “The Tale of Three Trees” by 
Dave Clark and Jayme Thompson. 
 

When:     Monday, July 17 – Friday, July 21, 2017   
 The final production will be on Friday, July 21st at 5:00 p.m. 

For:       Rising 2nd-6th graders            
Where:      Asbury Memorial UMC 
Time:    9:00 AM – 5:00 PM              
Food: BRING YOUR OWN LUNCH; Snacks will be provided 
Cost:   $25.00 registration fee (until June 1st)   

$30.00 (after June 1, 2017)      
Limit:    30 people!  

M.A.D. Camp Director Judi Harvin, is a retired teacher with 34 years of elementary school experience. She has 
directed numerous children’s productions. Assistant Director and Choreographer, Maggie Harvin, a UNCA graduate, 
is currently teaching 4th grade at The Sheikh Zayed Private Academy for Boys in Abu Dhabi.   

For more information, please contact our Minister to Children and Youth, Rev. Sallyanne McVay via email at 
sallyanne@asburymethodist.org.     

 

NEWS FROM THE MISSIONS COMMITTEE 
 

The May Bread Tin offering, a loose change offering, will go to support the Western North Carolina Conference’s 
Mission Response Center. Located in Terrell, N.C., the center serves as a storage place, packing place, and shipping 
point for tons of items donated for use in aiding people in this state, the United States, and the world who are victims 
of disaster. Flood buckets, health kits, and layette kits are gathered there and shipped wherever the need is. Building 
materials are also stored there for use after a hurricane or tornado. Our monetary donation will help with the 
processing and shipping of the donated goods when the inevitable disasters happen around the world. Please give 
generously. 

Thanks to all who contributed generously to the Lenten Campaign for Heifer International, Asbury will be providing 
$1,360.50 for this powerful project. Buying a heifer for a needy farmer costs $500; a water buffalo $250; a goat or a 
sheep $150; a llama or alpaca $120; and so on. You can see that we will be providing the capacity to help make a 
decent living to a number of needy families. Congratulations! 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN & BUILDING 
COMMITTEES 

The Building Committee continues to move forward 
in our work on Phase I of the construction.  We have 
been meeting with contractors, engineers, and 
architects regarding the construction work and 
timeline for the improvements to the exterior of the 
church building and property.    

The drawings have been completed and they have 
been sent out for bids to four local and trustworthy 
contractors.  The appropriate permits have also 
already been applied for as a way of maximizing our 
efficiency (and hopefully avoiding possible delays in 
dealing with the city of Asheville).   

A display is set up in the hallway outside the choir 
room if you’d like to look at those detailed plans.  We 
remain hopeful that construction on all the exterior 
projects will be able to start this summer while the 
preschool is on break!  Once construction begins, it is 
scheduled to take 60-90 days, during which time the 
entryways at the choir room door and the downstairs 
door to the Fellowship Hall will be largely inaccessible 
due to the construction and grading work that will be 
happening.  The upper entryway to the Educational 
Building by the playground will still be accessible 
(during most of the renovations), as will the lower 
entrance to the Educational Building along Kimberly 

Avenue.  The front doors to the sanctuary will also 
remain open and accessible during the construction.   

The Building Committee will be meeting in Brown 
Chapel on Tuesday, May 9th at 2:00 pm to select which 
of the bids we will be going with from the four 
contractors who are bidding on our project.  Once the 
contractor is selected and the bid accepted, 
construction will be slated to begin as soon as possible!    

Thank you for your continued contributions as we 
enter year two of our three-year “Prepare Ye the Way” 
capital campaign. This work would not be possible 
without your on-going, generous contributions to our 
capital campaign.  Great things are coming our way 
soon, so stay tuned! 

 

 
 

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

My daughter, Dr. Monica Wrobel, gave birth to Margot Grace Wrobel on Thursday, April 27, 2017, at 12:18 am at Duke Regional 
Hospital in Durham, N.C. Her husband is Mick Wrobel and the older child, Meadow Faith Wrobel, is three years old. Of course, I am 
a proud grandmother. 

-Becky Mann 
 



 
 

 

 
NEWS FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 
 For the 2 Months Ended February 28, 2016 
 Actual Budget Favorable/(Unfavorable) Variance 
Operating Funds:    
Income 34,438 25,264 9,174 
Expenses 30,882 33,731 2,849 
Net Income/(Loss) $3,556 ($8,467) $12,023 
    
Capital Campaign 
(net of 
expenditures) 

 
$120,087 

  

Special Giving* $2,532   
*Includes Souper Bowl, ABCCM, Manna Food Bank, Memorials, Disaster Relief, Youth 
Missions/Activities, Bread Tin, Special offerings 
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