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A Message from the Pastor 

 
 

For the past several years it 
has been our family’s 
custom to attend an event on 
the first weekend of 
December just outside of 
Troy in the sandhills of 
North Carolina at an old 
Methodist Church.  Shiloh 
Church looks much like the 
previous building that stood 
on the land here      

at Asbury Memorial, and they have such a unique service there to start the Advent 
and Christmas season.  They simply call it the Shiloh Tea, but in this old church 
that is decorated with all natural elements from nature, the season is welcomed in 
such a simple and wonderful way.  There is no charge, there are no sales, and there  
is nothing other than the sights and sounds of Christmas the way it was before all 
the commercialism of our current culture took hold!   
 
In a similar spirit, our worship committee has decided to make the Christmas Eve 
service this year one that is reminiscent of a time long, long ago when our church 
was first founded.  The liturgy of the service will be based on John Wesley’s 
Sunday Service for the Methodists in North America (1784) with a reading of the 
Christmas story and all the elements of a time long forgotten.  All the signs and 
symbols of Christmas from the 18th and 19th centuries will be featured in this 
special service that we hope to make a tradition for our church for years to come.   
 
Our Christmas Eve service will begin this year at 5:00 pm.  Come early though, 
because this will be unlike any service in the Asheville area, and it will be a service 
that will be fitting for our history as the oldest Methodist congregation in Western 
North Carolina.  May the peace of Christ be with you all,   Curtis+  
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A MESSAGE FROM THE ASSISTANT PASTOR 
There is a new commercial advertising a multi-vitamin that promotes eye health. The claim is that  
if you have healthy eyesight, you can see a single candle burning from ten miles away. To give you  
a perspective ten miles is equivalent to the distance of 146 football fields. I find it rather amazing  
that we could see from such a great distance the light from one tiny candle. I checked Wikipedia  
and it appears that if it is very dark and there is nothing to block the candle it is a true statement.  I  
share this bit of information because by the time you read this article we will be in the Advent  
season. The reading for the first Sunday in Advent states: “The people walking in darkness have  
seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.”  
(Isaiah 9: 2)  

The prophet Isaiah was telling the people of Judah and later in chapter 40 the people of Jerusalem  
that even though they had strayed from God, there is still hope for them. God would raise up a  
Messiah to deliver them and restore their kingdoms. This is the promise we proclaim each Advent  
season. As we light the four candles of Advent reflect on their symbolism. First Christ is our HOPE, 
second Christ is the WAY, third Christ is our JOY and finally, Christ is the Prince of PEACE.  

May each candle be a great light in your life as you welcome the Christ child. O Come, O Come, 
Emmanuel. Blessings!  

                                                                                                                                        -Pastor David  

News From the Finance Committee 
 The Capital Campaign Committee will meet on Wednesday, Dec 4th at 4:30pm in the 
church office. All members are encouraged to attend. 
                Great Ways to Give at Year’s End or Anytime 
IRA Disbursements:  If you are over 70 ½ years old and have an Individual Retirement 
Account that must be tapped for a payout before 12/31/13  or if you wish to give from a tax-
deferred annuity, please consider a donation to Asbury.  Ask your broker send it directly to the 
Church, so it will move tax-free – isn’t that a nice benefit?   
Gifts of Securities: You can avoid capital gains by donating some of appreciated stock to 
Asbury.  The entire amount is tax deductible – which may allow you to donate a larger amount 
than you could otherwise afford.  Please let Sue Lane Muesing, Financial Secretary (255-8547) 
know to expect your gift 
Learn how to make IRA or Securities Gifts:  Be in touch with Dwayne Dills, Asbury’s 
Treasurer, at dillscpa@charter.net or 768-9225, to find out the easiest way to transfer your 
contribution into Asbury’s Wells Fargo Brokerage account.  If you’d like to discuss these plans 
further with a church member, please call Bud Allison (250-9816). 
Pre-Pay 2014 Your Pledge:  If you normally itemize deductions for income tax purposes, but you 
anticipate an income reduction in 2014, it may be “tax wise” to pre-pay next year’s church gift in 2013.  
You can make an IRA disbursement or gift of securities (above) or write a check.  (Please note clearly on 
your check’s memo line “2014 Prepaid”  -- we’ll cash it promptly, but we’ll count it towards your giving 
for 2014.                                                                                                        
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Stewardship update: 
 We had a wonderful response on Gratitude Sunday (November 24th) with many families 
placing their confirmation cars in either the cornucopia or the offering plate. Thank you, this will 
help with the budgeting process for next year. If you were unable to attend the service, you can 
still offer your plans by mailing in the card or placing it in the offering plate in the next week or 
two. Please put your card in an envelope and mark it “2014 Giving” so it will remain 
confidential. Cards are available in the sanctuary pews or in the church office. Thanks again to 
all of those who offered their plans for next year’s giving.  

-Rob Chason, Stewardship Chair 2013 

News from the Missions Committee 
 If you have any household goods--furniture or kitchen items or linens--please let 
Madeline Moseley (828.253.6940 or madelinemoseley@att.net) know because Homeward 
Bound is steadily housing people. Thank you! 
 Asbury's 2013 contribution of canned/dry fruit to those in need across WNC now stands 
at 1627 pounds -- on our way to a ton by December 31!  It’s easy to contribute. Checks (made 
out to Asbury with MANNA food purchase in the memo)  are as welcome as food donations. 
Only 386 pounds of food to meet our 2013-pound goal!! Remember those who face the holidays-
-and months ahead-- with no food security. Let MANNA provide for the one in six in WNC who 
needs our help---from Marion to Robbinsville, from Tryon to Shelton Laurel and Banner Elk. 
They are our neighbors, and their plight could be our own. Thank you for your loving kindness. 

  Our December Bread Tin Collections are going to help support a United Methodist college  
in Greensboro, North Carolina, Bennett College. Founded in 1873 in the basement of a Methodist  
Church, it has been educating African-American women for over 128 years. The college website  
declares that “The goals of the College continue to focus on the intellectual, spiritual and cultural  
growth of young women who mush be prepared for lifelong learning and leadership. Since 1930  
more than 5,000 women have graduated from Bennett College. Known as Bennett Belles, they  
continue to be among contributing women of achievement in all walks of life.” 
Like all private colleges without large endowments, and particularly historically black colleges a  
high percentage of whose students are often needy, Bennett relies on contributions to continuing  
pursuing its historic mission. Please give generously.  
 As is our custom, we will take up an offering at our Christmas Eve Service and will give it  
entirely to the ABCCM Fuel Fund. This fund helps those in our community who are having difficulty 
paying to heat their homes. 
 We will have our Mitten Tree in the sanctuary throughout December and invite you to put  
items such as gloves, mittens, scarves, hats, blankets, etc. on it. We will take these to the Haywood  
Street Congregation for distribution to the homeless. Thanks in advance for your support. 
 We started in November taking names from our tree for children at Jones School, bringing  
toys and clothes. Feel free to take a tag (green is toy; red is clothes) and return your gift to the church  
with the tag on it. You may wrap the gifts but the tag is crucial so we’ll know who gets it. Also, please 
put your names on the sign-up sheet so we’ll know that all the children have been taken. If you would 
rather do food to sustain them through the holidays, please take a little brown grocery sack from the  
tree. There is a list inside to help you think of the best on-perishable goods to bring. Thanks for all  
you do for our community. 

     -Kitty Schaller, Merritt Moseley and Madeline Moseley 
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Asbury Memorial United Methodist Church 
Church Calendar for December 2013 

 
*Be sure to check our website calendar for any changes to the calendar.   

Any meetings that change the time, location, or date  
will also be communicated by a recorded phone message to those who are involved.    

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

9:45 am-Sunday 
School 

11:00 am-Worship 
[S] 

11:00 am-Hanging 
of the Green 

8:00 pm-Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 
 

 

 

2 

7:00 am-Emmaus 
Group [YR] 

9:00 am-12:00 pm-
Church Office 
Hours 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

10:00 am-Asheville 
Lectionary Group 
[BC] 

 

 

 

 

 

3 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FELLOWSHIP 
HALL RESERVED 

 
 

CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

4 

9:00 am-12:00 pm-
Church Office 
Hours 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

4:30 pm-Capital 
Campaign 
Committee Meeting 
[CO] 

6:00 pm-Handbell 
Rehearsal [S] 

7:00 pm-Choir 
Rehearsal [CR] 

8:00 pm-Narcotics 
Anonymous [FH] 

BULLETIN 
DEADLINE 

5 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

6:30 pm-Theology 
on Tap [Marco’s 
Pizza] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

6 

9:00 am-12:00 
pm-Church Office 
Hours 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

8:00 pm-
Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

8 

9:45 am-Sunday 
School 

11:00 am-Worship 
[S] 

11:00 am- Holy 
Communion [S] 

7:00 pm- Church 
Council Meeting 
[BC] 

8:00 pm-Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 

 

9 

7:00 am-Emmaus 
Group [YR] 

9:00 am-12:00 pm-
Church Office 
Hours 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

 

10 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

11 

9:00 am-12:00 pm-
Church Office 
Hours 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

7:00 pm-Choir 
Rehearsal [CR] 

8:00 pm-Narcotics 
Anonymous [FH] 
 
 

 
 
BULLETIN 
DEADLINE 

12 

9:00 am-12:00 pm-
Church Office 
Hours 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

7:00 pm-Trustees 
Meeting [BC] 

13 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

8:00 pm-
Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CHURCH 
OFFICE CLOSED 

14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

15 

9:45 am-Sunday 
School 

11:00 am-Worship 
[S] 

11:00 am-Children 
& Youth Christmas 
Program [S] 

8:00 pm-Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 

16 

7:00 am-Emmaus 
Group [YR] 

9:00 am-12:00 pm-
Church Office 
Hours 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

12:00 pm-1:00 pm 
Preschool 
Christmas Program 
[S] 

 

 

NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE 

17 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

18 

9:00 am-12:00 pm-
Church Office 
Hours 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

6:00 pm-Handbell 
Rehearsal [S] 

7:00 pm-Choir 
Rehearsal [CR] 

8:00 pm-Narcotics 
Anonymous [FH] 
 

 

BULLETIN 
DEADLINE 

19 

9:00 am-12:00 pm-
Church Office 
Hours 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

7:00pm- Finance 
Committee Meeting 
[BC] 

 

 

20 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

8:00 pm-
Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
CHURCH 
OFFICE CLOSED 

21 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

22 

9:45 am-Sunday 
School 

11:00 am-Worship 
[S] 

8:00 pm-
Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23 

7:00 am-Emmaus 
Group [YR] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED    

24 

5:00 pm-Christmas 
Eve Service [S] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 BULLETIN 
DEADLINE 
 
CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED    

25 

Merry Christmas 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED    

                           26 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Rev. David Warren 
on call  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED    

27 

8:00 pm-
Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 

 

 

 

Rev. David Warren 
on call 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

  28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rev. David Warren 
on call 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

29 

9:45 am-Sunday 
School 

11:00 am-Worship 
[S] 

8:00 pm-
Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 

 

 
Rev. David Warren 
on call 

30 

7:00 am-Emmaus 
Group [YR] 

9:00 am-12:00 
pm-Church Office 
Hours  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rev. David Warren 
on call 
 

31 

New Year’s Eve 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rev. David Warren 
on call 

 

 

 
CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED    

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
    

 
FH=Fellowship Hall 
S=Sanctuary 
BC=Brown Chapel 
EB=Educational Building 
YR=Youth Room 
GE=Givens Estate 
PO=Pastor’s Office 
CO=Church Office 
TBD=To Be Determined 

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES 
Jan 1st - New Year’s Day 
Jan 2nd - Theology on Tap 
Jan 11th - Church Women United Banquet 
Jan 12th- Safe Sanctuary Training Session 
Jan 20th - Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
Jan 23rd - Alpha Delta Kappa Meeting 

December Birthdays 
Steve Rich, December 1st  
Chloe Jackson, December 9th 
Eliza Jackson, December 9th  
Bob Mair, December 9th  
David Benson, December 10th  
Betty Hayes, December 11th  
 
 
 
 
 
 

December Birthdays 
Kitty Schaller, December 15th  
Arlee Banks, December 17th  
Paul Benson, December 19th  
Hannah Milling, December 28th  
Day Ann Emory, December 29th  

 
 



 

 

 

 

 
Asbury Memorial United Methodist Church 

Volunteer Schedule 
December 2013 

 
Date Communion 

Servers 
Lock-Up 
Volunteer 

Counting  
Team 

Ushers Greeters Sanctuary Stewards 

12.1.2013 NA William 
Withers 
(primary) 
Lee Roy 
Gaddy 
(secondary) 

Mark Smith 
Madeline 
Moseley 

William Withers 
Jessica Withers 
Jerry Stubblefield 
TBD 

Claire Bailey 
Margaret Tickle 

Bruce Kidder 
Elaine Price 

12.8.2013 Curtis Goforth 
Ann Perkins 
Sallyanne McVay 
Steve Rich 

William 
Withers 
(primary) 
Lee Roy 
Gaddy 
(secondary) 

Betty Gaddy 
Jane Hite 

Bud Allison 
Geri Allison 
Don Jackson 
Jessica Jackson 
 

Madeline Moseley 
Cynthia Stewart 

Madeline Moseley 

12.15.2013 NA William 
Withers 
(primary) 
Lee Roy 
Gaddy 
(secondary) 

Steve Rich 
Claire Bailey 

Mike Rice 
Sherry Rice 
Don McGeary 
Kitty Schaller 

Ann Young 
TBD 

Steve Rich 
Judy Rich 

12.22.2013 NA  William 
Withers 
(primary) 
Lee Roy 
Gaddy 
(secondary) 

Elaine Poovey 
Julie Niwinski 

Doug Tallent 
Martha Tallent 
Gary Tweed  
Toni Tweed 

Merle Buckner 
Toni Tweed 

Arlee Banks 
Ellen Banks 

12.29.2013  William 
Withers 
(primary) 
Lee Roy 
Gaddy 
(secondary) 

Merritt Moseley 
Sue Lane 
Muesing 

Steve Rich 
Julie Niwinski 
TBD 
TBD 

Geri Allison 
Arlee Banks 

Derick Tickle 
Margaret Tickle 

 

 
Asbury Memorial United Methodist Church 

Volunteer Schedule 
December 2013 

 
Date Acolytes Nursery Volunteers Children’s Church Children’s Message Lector 
12.1.2013 Haley Phillips Claire Bailey 

Heather Post 
Heather Post Sallyanne McVay Curtis Goforth 

12.8.2013 Jase Gillis Day Ann Emory 
Janie Wilson 

Margaret Tickle Margaret Tickle Madeline Moseley 

12.15.2013 Corey Anne 
McVay 

John Stewart 
Julie Niwinski 

Jessica Jackson Sallyanne McVay Ann Perkins 

12.22.2013 Cora Goforth PAID 
WORKERS 

Claire Bailey Curtis Goforth Jeff McVay 

12.29.2013 Barfou Boakye-
Boaten 

William Withers 
Jessica Withers 

Jennifer Goforth Sallyanne McVay Merritt Moseley 

Volunteer Coordinators: 
Counting Team:   Sue Lane Muesing slmue@aol.com   H:  (828) 255-8547  
Lock-Up Team:    Curtis Goforth curtis@asburymethodist.org  H:  (828) 484-8540    
Ushers:    Gary Hutchins NA    H:  (828) 683-1948 
Greeters:    Cynthia Stewart crameystew@hotmail.com  H:  (828) 251-9210   
Sanctuary Stewards:  Margaret Tickle margarettickle@aol.com  H:  (828) 252-9887   
Acolytes:    Sallyanne McVay sallyanne@asburymethodist.org  C:  (828) 230-4065  
Nursery Workers:   Davie Jackson daviejackson@hotmail.com    H:  (828) 645-2928    
Children’s Church:   Sallyanne McVay sallyanne@asburymethodist.org  C:  (828) 230-4065    
Children’s Sermon:   Sallyanne McVay sallyanne@asburymethodist.org  C:  (828) 230-4065    
Communion Servers: Curtis Goforth curtis@asburymethodist.org  H: (828) 484-8540   
Scripture Readers:   Curtis Goforth curtis@asburymethodist.org  H: (828) 484-8540 
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News from the Youth and Children  
CALLING ALL CHILDREN  we only have two Sundays in December to finish practicing for our  
Gift to the congregation; music and sharing of the Christmas story.  PLEASE be present in the  
Godly Play classroom from 10:40-10:58 to practice as a group. 
  
The Children & Youth of the church will share a Christmas Program on Sunday, December 15  
during the 11:00 worship service.  You don't want to miss this special blessing. 
  
A Note from Sallyanne McVay: 
It is a joy to work with the children and youth of Asbury Memorial United Methodist Church.   
However, there is no way I can be in ministry alone.  I am only able to do what you, the congregation  
and volunteers enable me to accomplish.  Much ministry, outreach, welcoming, teaching and more 
happens because of the volunteers who make it all possible.  In order to protect the children, youth  
and the volunteers we follow a Safe Sanctuaries Policy which states that all volunteers must be  
retrained every year.  My gratitude is extended to David Warren for leading two Safe Sanctuary  
Trainings this  fall and following up with everyone to see that a background check is conducted. 
  
We still have volunteers that need to be trained.  PLEASE mark your calendar for Sunday, January  
12 at 9:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall for the last opportunity to be brought up to date and the  
wonderful opportunity to continue to work with our children and youth in the coming year!! 
  
I can not accomplish God's ministry without your help!  Train for the sake of our children and youth! 

 
Godly Play: 
 Now that the classroom is so beautifully adorned with new shelves, painted walls and 
new carpet, let’s talk about new stories. Godly Play stories are the hands on manipulatives that 
the participants and storyteller use to tell the stories of God. Rick Morehead, Derick Tickle, 
David Warren and others have helped to make and supply some of these. Here is a list of the 
stories that we do not have and would like to get for the children. We will be glad to present you 
with an appropriate acknowledgement if you would like to purchase items in honor or in memory 
of someone special. 
 Small Prism for the rainbow in Noah & the Ark........................$14.95 
 Dove..............................................................................................$2.95 
 Set of People of God (wooden figures)......................................$34.95 
 Moses............................................................................................$5.95 
 Epiphany Story...........................................................................$32.95 
 Vial of Oil for Baptism Story.......................................................$7.95 
 Wood for Rick Morehead (or others) to make pieces......$ any amount 
 1 Ukrainian Egg.........................................................................$14.95 
 Color Prints only of Easter Egg Story..........................................$8.95 
 Or the Easter Enrichment Lesson.............................................$126.95 
 Parable of Parables.....................................................................$39.95 
 Parable of the Deep Well...........................................................$89.95 
       

-Sallyanne McVay 
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News from the N.O.W. Committee 
 A GREAT BIG THANK YOU to Cindy Page for cooking the thanksgiving turkeys, for  
all those who contributed to purchasing the turkeys, all those who brought a dish or two to share,  
and all those who volunteered to set-up and clean-up.  Truly a congregational gathering of  
fellowship and giving thanks!! 
 The Chancel Choir's Christmas Music will be presented on Sunday, December 1, which 
is the Sunday after our church wide Thanksgiving meal.  Therefore, the church will honor/thank 
the choir with a meal in early 2014.  Check out the January Newsletter for more details. 

 

News from the North Asheville Preschool    
 The children are busy preparing for our annual Christmas program in December 16th at 
noon in the sanctuary. We will have refreshments afterwards in the fellowship hall. Throughout 
December, we are collecting toys on our Giving Tree to give to Eblen Charities. Our last day is 
December 20th, and we return January 2nd. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

 
-Madeline Moseley 

 

www.asburymethodist.org  
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