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When I came to be your pastor a 
few months ago, I quickly realized that 
I didn’t know nearly enough about 
Francis Asbury—the man who founded 
our congregation and for whom our 
church is named.  As luck would have 
it, Dr. John Wigger from the University 
of Missouri has just published what is 
destined to become the definitive book 
on Asbury entitled, American Saint: 
Francis Asbury and the Methodists.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I’m not going to say this would be 

an entertaining book for most lay 
people to read, unless you happen to 
really like historical biographies.  But it 
has already helped me gain new insight 
into the historical and religious 

2

landscape of the late 18th and early 
19th centuries as it relates to the man 
for which our church is named.  

But what really surprises me 
about this book is the information I’ve 
gained about Francis Asbury and what 
he was like as a person.  He never 
married.  He never knew the joy of 
having children.  He owned nothing 
more than one suit of clothes, a Bible, 
a hymnal, and an inexpensive horse.  
He never had a home of his own to 
live in, opting instead to stay with 
people like our own pioneer Daniel 
Killian as he travelled around our 
country.  And by most accounts, he 
was not a very good writer or preacher 
of sermons!  But what he excelled in 
was living a disciplined life of prayer, 
study, self-denial, administration, and 
making lasting personal relationships 
with others.   

But there’s something else about 
“Frankie” Asbury that astonished me.  
One of his colleagues, Henry Boehm 
writes about him that “he would 
divide is last dollar with a Methodist 
preacher,” and that “he was restless 
until it was gone, so anxious was he to 
do good with it.”   

Even Asbury’s harshest critics 
would shower him with praise as to 
the way he remained dead to the world 
as far as money was concerned.  One 
of the early Methodist circuit riders, 
George Roberts, believed that Asbury 
often “carryed his deadness to the 
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world too far…by a kind of negligence all most peculiar to himself.”  When he 
travelled, “he did not in common make any calculation of the probability of his 
expenses or whether he had soficient to supply his wants.”  To prove the point, Roberts 
remembers that Asbury once set out from New York to Boston with only three dollars 
in his pocket, refusing to take any more than that even though he knew it wouldn’t last 
him the whole journey.  Asbury used poverty to keep himself honest.  

 With virtually no money, an inexpensive horse, one set of clothes, a Bible, and a 
hymnal, this man changed the face of America!  His image was more recognizable to 
people in America than George Washington’s or Thomas Jefferson’s.  Innkeepers 
across the country knew him by name.  He preached over 10,000 sermons; ordained over 2,000 Methodist 
ministers; and rode some 130,000 miles on horseback.  He crossed the Allegheny mountains alone over sixty 
times!  All this he did without a proper church building or a home of his own. 

As we think about stewardship this month, let us turn our thoughts to Francis Asbury, the founder of this 
congregation and many others.  Let us look to him as our example, not just for the way we should handle our 
finances, but for the way we should handle our lives.  Remember, in the vows handed down to us as 
Methodists that we made when we joined this fellowship (and that we reaffirm whenever someone new joins 
us), we choose to support the Church by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, and our service. 

I hope to share many more thoughts with you and with our Long-Range Planning Committee over the next 
few months that I’ve gleaned from this wonderful book by Dr. Wigger about Francis Asbury.  But I especially 
wanted to lift up to you these relevant portions dealing with the issue of stewardship.  I’d like to close this 
piece with a quote from the book about money.  “If money is power, than Asbury was powerless.  But of 
course, money is not the only source of power in a religious movement.”  This statement is as true now as 
it was then.  We have a rich history here at our church.  Let’s make sure the future is even better.  And, if you 
don’t read this particular book, please read something. May the peace of Christ be with you,  -Curtis+ 

From the Pastor (continued from page 1) 

From the Assistant Pastor, The Rev. David Warren 

Since 2004, Katie and I have been part of a healing prayer ministry here in north Asheville. This group 
consists of an ecumenical group of clergy and lay persons who believe it is God’s desire to continue Jesus’ 
ministry of healing. We believe it is God’s desire for all his people to be whole and well in body, mind, spirit 
and relationships.  

You may have noticed that for the past few months Katie and I have offered prayer and anointing with oil 
during the communion service. So what exactly is it that we do?  Our first question is “what is your prayer 
request?” More often than not people ask for prayers for physical ailments for themselves and others, and the 
restoration of broken relationships. However, prayers may be lifted up for clarity of direction in ones life, the 
renewing of a deeper spiritual life, or many other needs. We then allow the Spirit of God to direct our prayers 
as we “stand in the gap” for you as we pray. At the end of our prayer time we ask “May we anoint your 
forehead with blessed olive oil?” One of us will place the sign of the cross on your forehead sealing the 
prayers in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

From our years of experience we know with all our hearts that each time prayers are lifted up for you or 
someone else, some type of healing takes place. It may not always be what you asked for, but God always does 
something unique. We practice confidentiality and would never discuss what you have shared with us with 
anyone. On the next Communion Sunday we invite you to stop by on your way back to your pew to allow us 
to pray for you or someone else you hold dear. On Tuesday evening at 7:00 p.m. at Grace Episcopal Church on 
Merrimon Avenue a service of healing is held. It is a contemplative time and often three to five different 
prayer ministers will pray silently for you during the service. If you would like to know more about the service 
of healing, please ask Katie or me for additional information. Blessings! 
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November Bread Tin   
Our Bread Tin offering for November will be go to benefit Heifer 
International.  For more information please check out their website at 
www.heifer.org  

MANNA Food Bank 
Let's redouble our efforts to collect beans.  We're still well short of our 
target--2012 pounds of beans to support needy families through 
MANNA Food Bank. 

2012 CROP Walk 
Thanks to all who participated in the CROP Walk this past month!  We had a total of 14 walkers who came 
out and did something to help alleviate hunger in our community and beyond.  Thanks to the walkers, and 
thanks for your financial support of our walkers.  There is a nice photo (thanks to Mardy Murphy) on the 
Missions Bulletin Board in the hallway outside the church office of our group.    

 
October Bread Tin Offering Update 
We collected a total of $270.44 this past month for The McCurdy School in Espanola, 
New Mexico.  Thanks for your generous support of this project with our bread tin 
offerings.   

Missions Committee Message 

From the Minister to Children and Youth,  
The Rev. Sallyanne McVay 
 
“GRATITUDE SUNDAY” 
Sunday, November 18 is Gratitude Sunday and the NOW committee (under the capable hands of Cindy Page) 
will serve turkey, dressing and drinks after the 11:00 worship.  We ask you the congregation to supply the side 
dishes and dessert.  Please remember when bringing a covered dish to bring enough to feed you (and your 
family) and at least 4 more.   

“CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM” 
Our Annual Children’s Christmas Program will take place on Sunday, December 23rd during the 11:00 am 
worship service.  We are seeking one or two individuals to sew some simple costumes for the children & youth 
Christmas Program.  Willing sewers are asked to call Sallyanne 230-4065.  All children are invited to 
participate.  For more information, please see Sallyanne.   

“GODLY PLAY DONATIONS NEEDED” 
Godly Play Sunday School serves a feast (modeled on the communion meal) every Sunday.  We are in need of 
periodic donations of juice (individual 8 ounce servings are best) and crackers or small cookies – goldfish and 
teddy grahams work well.  These may be brought to the church and labeled for Godly Play. 
 
 



Asbury Memorial United Methodist Church 
Church Calendar for November 2012 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

Be sure to check out our  
always up-to-date interactive calendar 

on the website at 
www.asburymethodist.org  

1 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Church Office Hours 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

6:30 pm-Finance 
Committee [BC] 

 

2 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

8:00 pm-Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 

 
 
 
CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

3 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

    

  4 

9:45 am-Sunday 
School 

11:00 am-Worship 
(All Saints Day & 
Holy Communion) 

12:00 pm-NOW 
Committee [BC] 

12:00 pm-Lay 
Leadership 
Committee [PO] 

5:00 pm-Al-Anon 
[BC] 

8:00 pm-Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 

5 

7:00 am-Emmaus 
Group [YR] 

8:00-10:00 am-
Asheville Area 
Clergy Lectionary 
Meeting [BC] 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

11:00 am-Worship 
Committee Meeting 
[BC] 
 

CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 

6 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Church Office Hours 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

 

7 

9:30 am-1:00 pm-
Church Office Hours 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

7:00 pm-Choir 
Rehearsal [CR] 

8:00 pm-Narcotics 
Anonymous [FH] 

8 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

8:00 pm-Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 

10 

11:30 am-Senior 
Adult Ministries 
(SAMs) Outing to 
see Sweet Adeline’s 
Barber Shop Show 
and Lunch [Covenant 
Community Church] 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 

11 

9:30 am-Safe 
Sanctuaries Training 
Session [FH] 

9:45 am-Sunday 
School 

11:00 am-Worship  

12:00 pm-Lay 
Leadership 
Committee [PO] 

5:00 pm-Al-Anon 
[BC] 

8:00 pm-Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 

12 

7:00 am-Emmaus 
Group [YR] 

9:00 am-11:00 am-
Church Office Hours 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

7:00 pm-Safe 
Sanctuaries Training 
Session [BC] 

 

 

 

13 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Church Office Hours 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

12:00 pm-Staff 
Meeting [GE] 

6:30 pm-Trustees 
Meeting [BC] 

 

14 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Church Office Hours 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

7:00 pm-Choir 
Rehearsal [CR] 

8:00 pm-Narcotics 
Anonymous [FH] 

15 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Church Office Hours 

9:00 am-1:00pm-
Preschool [EB] 

6:30 pm-Finance 
Committee [BC] 

 
 
 
 
 

16 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

8:00 pm-Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

       

FH=Fellowship Hall 
S=Sanctuary 
BC=Brown Chapel 
EB=Educational Building 
YR=Youth Room 
GE=Givens Estate 
PO=Pastor’s Office 
SHC-302=Senior High Class (room 302) 
 
 
 
 

 

IMPORTANT ITEMS TO NOTE: 
1Charge Conference will be on Sunday, November 18th at 3:00 pm at The 
Haywood Street Congregation.  This will be a time of worship, discussion, 
and visioning for all the Methodist churches in the Asheville Urban 
Missional Network.  Please try to attend if you can.    



 
 
 

 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

18 

9:45 am-Sunday 
School 

11:00 am-Worship 
(Gratitude Sunday) 

12:00 pm-
Thanksgiving Meal 
[FH] 

3:00 pm-Charge 
Conference [HSC]1 

5:00 pm-Al-Anon 
[BC] 

8:00 pm-Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 

 

19 

7:00 am-Emmaus 
Group [YR] 

8:00-10:00 am-
Asheville Area 
Clergy Lectionary 
Group [BC] 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

6:30 pm-Friendship 
Circle [BC] 

CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE 

20 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Church Office Hours 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

7:00 pm-Long-
Range Planning 
Committee 
[Location TBD] 

 

21 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Church Office Hours 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

7:00 pm-Choir 
Rehearsal [CR] 

8:00 pm-Narcotics 
Anonymous [FH] 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING 
DAY 

CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

23 

8:00 pm-Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

  24 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

25 

9:45 am-Sunday 
School 

11:00 am-Worship 

5:00 pm-Al-Anon 
[BC] 

8:00 pm-Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 

26 

7:00 am-Emmaus 
Group [YR] 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Church Office Hours  

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

6:30 pm-Friendship 
Circle [BC] 

 

27 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Church Office Hours 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

6:30 pm-
Stewardship 
Committee [BC] 

28 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Church Office Hours 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

7:00 pm-Choir 
Rehearsal [CR] 

8:00 pm-Narcotics 
Anonymous [FH] 

29 

8:30 am-1:30 pm-
Preschool Craft 
Show 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Church Office Hours 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

30 

8:30 am-1:30 pm-
Preschool Craft 
Show 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool 

8:00 pm-Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 

       

FH=Fellowship Hall 
S=Sanctuary 
BC=Brown Chapel 
EB=Educational Building 
YR=Youth Room 
GE=Givens Estate 
SHC-302=Senior High Class (room 302) 
HSC=Haywood Street Congregation 
TBD=To Be Determined 
 

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES 
*Saturday, December 1, 2012 @ 10:00 am-12:00 pm-“Hanging of the Green” 
*Sunday, Decmeber 9, 2012 @ 7:00 pm-Church Council Meeting [BC] 
*Friday, December 14, 2012 @ 6:30 pm-Choir Christmas Party [Deborah 
Hawkins’ House] 
*Sunday, Deember 16, 2012 @ 11:00 am-Christmas Cantata [Sanctuary] 
*Sunday, December 23, 2012 @11:00 am-Children’s Christmas Program 
[Sanctuary] 
*Monday, December 24, 2012 @ 5:30 pm-Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Communion Service [Sanctuary] 

Asbury Memorial United Methodist Church Staff Contact Information 
 
The Rev. J. Curtis Goforth, Pastor     The Rev. David Warren, Assistant Pastor   
revgoforth@alumni.duke.edu     dlwarren@charter.net 
(828) 253-0765, church phone     (828) 251-1294, home phone 
(828) 281-1965, church fax     (828) 279-0694, cell phone 
(828) 484-8540, home phone 
(704) 984-1434, cell phone 
 
The Rev. Sallyanne McVay, Minister to Youth and Children  Mrs. Ann Perkins, Minister of Music / Accompanist 
jsmcvay@aol.com      ajperk@aol.com 
(828) 230-4065, cell phone     (828) 254-0078, home phone 



 

 

 

 

 

 
Asbury Memorial United Methodist Church 

Volunteer Schedule 
October 2012 

 
Date Communion 

Servers 
Lock-Up 
Volunteer 

Counting  
Team 

Ushers Greeters Sanctuary Stewards 

11.4.2012 Steve Rich 
Deborah Hawkins 

Doug Tallent Betty Gaddy 
Jane Hite 

Don McGeary 
Kitty Schaller 
Mike Rice 
Sherry Rice 

Debbie Barnstable 
Ann Young 

Derick Tickle 
Margaret Tickle 

11.11.2012 NA Doug Tallent Claire Bailey 
Don Jackson 

Steve Rich 
Julie Niwinski 
Jerry Stubblefield 
Tim Barnstable 

Geri Allison 
Margaret Tickle 

Madeline Moseley 
Cindy Page 

11.18.2012 NA Doug Tallent Steve Rich 
Julie Niwinski 

Doug Tallent 
Martha Tallent 
Gary Tweed  
Toni Tweed 

Cindy Page 
Arlee Banks 

Steve Rich 
Judy Rich 

11.25.2012 NA Doug Tallent Merritt Moseley 
Sue Lane 
Muesing 

Brian Wallace 
Barbara Wallace 
Robert Wiltshire 
Debbie Wiltshire 

Kitty Schaller 
Cynthia Young 

Bruce Kidder 
Elaine Price 

 

 
Asbury Memorial United Methodist Church 

Volunteer Schedule 
October 2012 

 
Date Acolytes Nursery Volunteers Children’s Church Children’s Sermon Scripture Reader 
11.4.2012 Ryan Conover William Withers 

Jessica Withers 
Heather Post Sallyanne McVay NA-Holy Communion 

11.11.2012 Haley Phillips Toni Tweed 
Julie Niwinski 

Margaret Tickle Curtis Goforth Merritt Moseley 

11.18.2012 Elliott Withers Cathy Mills 
Judy Rich 

Jessica  Sallyanne McVay  

11.25.2012 Cora Goforth Don Jackson 
Davie Jackson 

Sallyanne McVay Sallyanne McVay Rick Morehead 

 

Volunteer Coordinators: 
Counting Team:   Sue Lane Muesing slmue@aol.com   H:  (828) 255-8547  
Lock-Up Team:    Curtis Goforth revgoforth@alumni.duke.edu  H:  (828) 484-8540    
Ushers:    Gary Hutchins NA    H:  (828) 683-1948 
Greeters:    Cynthia Stewart crameystew@hotmail.com  H:  (828) 251-9210   
Sanctuary Stewards:  Margaret Tickle margarettickle@aol.com  H:  (828) 252-9887   
Acolytes:    Sallyanne McVay jsmcvay@aol.com   C:  (828) 230-4065  
Nursery Workers:   Sallyanne McVay jsmcvay@aol.com   C:  (828) 230-4065    
Children’s Church:   Sallyanne McVay jsmcvay@aol.com   C:  (828) 230-4065    
Children’s Sermon:   Sallyanne McVay jsmcvay@aol.com   C:  (828) 230-4065    
Communion Servers: Curtis Goforth revgoforth@alumni.duke.edu  H: (828) 484-8540   
Scripture Readers:   Curtis Goforth revgoforth@alumni.duke.edu  H: (828) 484-8540  
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Volunteer Schedules  



 

There have been many requests for the pumpkin soup recipe that was served at the Methodist 
Women’s Soup and Salad luncheon after church on October 28th.  So, we’ve included it in the 
newsletter for your convenience.  Thanks for all you’ve done to support the Methodist Women.   
 
Harvest Pumpkin and Sage Soup 
 
2 tablespoons butter 
2 tablespoons chopped garlic  (or as much or little as you prefer) 
1/4 cup minced onions 
1 teaspoon dried rubbed sage 
1 teaspoon dried thyme 
pinch cayenne pepper 
pinch nutmeg 
1 (15 oz) can of pumpkin 
3 cups of vegetable stock or water 
1/4 cup Parmesan cheese 
2 teaspoons salt or to taste--and pepper 
1 cup half and half--or less 
 
Melt butter in 2 quart pot.  Add garlic, onion herbs.  Cook on medium/low heat until 
translucent.  Add broth.  At this point, use an immersion blender to make it smooth.  Add 
pumpkin.  Stir to combine and bring to a simmer.  Reduce heat and simmer 5-10 minutes.  Stir in 
Parmesan cheese and salt/pepper.  Just before serving add half and half. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 From the United Methodist Women 

New Church Website! 
www.asburymethodist.org 

 
 
 

Our church has a new website!  Please check out at www.asburymethodist.org for many great new 
features.  We have an interactive calendar on the website that is updated hourly, the ability to subscribe to 
our monthly newsletter and to the weekly prayer list, and the complete audio of multiple worship 
services!  You can also download the weekly bulletin if you happened to miss a Sunday.   

Additionally, there are new webpages for the different committees and work areas in the church, and 
much more is being added weekly.  Special thanks to Merritt Moseley, Jill Gottenstrater, William 
Withers, and Mardy Murphy for all their help with this great new website!  Thanks also for your patience 
as we work to make this a true resource to help attract visitors and to serve all the different needs of our 
church.     
        Thanks! 
         Curtis+ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Asbury Memorial United Methodist Church 
171 Beaverdam Rd. 
Asheville, NC  28804 


